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PRESIDENT CALLS FOR MORE TAX

COLLECTORS AT IRS

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, it
astounds me and most of my fellow Ne-
vadans as well when we hear that the
Clinton-Gore administration intends to
veto the Treasury-Postal appropria-
tions bill, a bill which this Chamber
passed just last week; veto it simply
because the bill does not give enough
money to the IRS.

The IRS is demanding $224 million
more than their current $8.6 billion
budget to pay for 5,000 more tax collec-
tors.

Mr. Speaker, what the American peo-
ple need is not more tax collectors;
what the American people need is a tax
break. The overwhelming tax burden
currently placed on the American fam-
ilies is simply unconscionable and by
vetoing the Treasury-Postal bill Presi-
dent Clinton also vetoes the repeal of
the telephone excise tax, a tax passed
over 100 years ago to fund the Spanish
American war.

Not one single Nevadan has ever
asked me to fight for more IRS tax col-
lectors. Americans do not want the
bloated bureaucracy of the IRS to ex-
pand; they want and deserve a tax
break.

f

AMERICA SHOULD BE STRONG
PARTICIPANT IN UNITED NATIONS

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
come before the House today to talk
for 1 minute about today being United
Nations Day. It is also the beginning of
the decade of peace in the world. They
are trying to begin to emphasize how
to bring peace in a variety of different
places across the globe.

It is important for us in this body to
recognize the important part we play,
not only by our contributions to the
U.N. in which we have lagged seriously
behind, but in our support for what
goes on.

The United States has, from time to
time, supported the U.N. when it has
been in our interests and at other
times we walk away from them. But as
we look across the globe with all of the
places, Sierra Leone or Liberia or So-
malia, when we look, we see always
that the U.N. sometimes has our sup-
port and sometimes does not.

Now, if we are going to be the leader
of the world, we certainly are economi-
cally, but if we are politically going to
be leaders of the world, we must par-
ticipate in the United Nations in a very
strong way. That means paying our
dues.

GENERICS ARE CRITICAL IN AD-
DRESSING HEALTH CARE COST
ESCALATION
(Mr. CALVERT asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I do not
have to tell Members of this body that
health care inflation is out of control.
Our constituents are telling us that
every day.

They are feeling the effects of med-
ical costs that increased over 10 per-
cent in 1999 alone. The latest projec-
tions are that health care inflation will
outpace overall inflation for many
years to come. This poses a significant
threat to American families, govern-
ment programs, and employers who are
shouldering a growing burden of the
U.S. health care costs.

One solution to this problem is to in-
crease the availability of generic
drugs. Generic drugs deliver the same
health results as brand drugs, but
generics cost 70 percent less on average
than the brands they replace. The sav-
ings are significant.

A new report released by Sanford
University in Alabama shows that for
every 1 percent increase in generic
drug utilization, consumers, taxpayers
and employers save over $1 billion in
prescription drug costs. It is clear that
the greater use of generic drugs must
be a part of the plan to cure the Na-
tion’s ailing health care system.
f
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GENERIC DRUGS
(Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr.
Speaker, most Americans know that
the cost of pharmaceutical drugs is at
a record high. Prescription drug costs
rose 85 percent between 1993 and 1998,
and prescription drugs represent the
highest out-of-pocket expense for three
out of four senior citizens.

Generic drugs are FDA approved to
be safe and to be secure, but they cost
70 percent less than brand name drugs.
The fact of the matter is, there are
loopholes in today’s laws that block
entry to these affordable generic drugs.

This Congress needs to reform the
Hatch–Waxman Act to improve com-
petition and make our markets more
accessible and fair. Let us end the
brand drug monopoly that stifles com-
petition, restricts our consumers’
choice, and raises consumer drug
prices.
f

CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, the
month of September is Childhood Can-

cer Awareness Month, and I am proud
to stand here wearing my gold ribbon
of hope and voice my support for the
children and families who are affected
by this disease.

Cancer causes more deaths during
childhood than any other disease. This
year an estimated 12,400 children will
be diagnosed with cancer, and 2,300 will
die. Though we celebrate with the sur-
vivors and their families, we cannot
forget the children who will, unfortu-
nately, succumb.

That is why I am preparing to intro-
duce legislation on behalf of these chil-
dren and their families that will sup-
port them through the hospice care.
Later this month, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. MORAN) and I will host a
conference for Members and staff in
order to address the challenges con-
cerning hospice care for children and
share our ideas and examine questions
regarding this serious topic.

I hope my colleagues will support
this legislation, the conference, and
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month.
f

GENERIC DRUGS PROVIDE AF-
FORDABLE HEALTH CARE AL-
TERNATIVE
(Mr. GOODE asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOODE. Mr. Speaker, today over
40 million Americans lack adequate
health insurance coverage and millions
more are struggling to cover their
health care bills. Unfortunately, sen-
iors and children are among the groups
most vulnerable in American society.
Finding solutions to this health care
crisis has to be at the top of our agen-
da.

Fortunately, there is help. Right
now, generic drug companies are pro-
ducing lifesaving and life-improving
medicines that cost substantially less
than brand name drugs. In fact, generic
drugs provide one of the best values in
the United States health care system.
The substantial savings provided by ge-
neric drugs means more Americans can
buy the medicines they need. It also
means that through greater use of ge-
neric drugs, public health programs,
like Medicaid and Medicare, can man-
age to help more Americans.

Generic drugs should be a key part of
any prescription drug program ap-
proved by this Congress.
f

BRAND NAME AND GENERIC
DRUGS ARE INTERCHANGEABLE
(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, does
anyone in the Chamber know the dif-
ference between Zantac and Ranitidine
Hydrochloride? Here is the answer:
Price. Zantac is the brand name of a
popular medication to treat ulcers.
Ranitidine Hydrochloride is the generic
name of the exact same drug.
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